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EDITORIAL OPEN ACCESS 

Forensic imaging 

The use of images to explain and document findings for 

forens ic and medico-legal purposes is as old as the disc i

pline itself. Indeed, images seem an excellent complement 

to oral descriptions. Additionally, imaging techniques com

plete findings obtained today by conventional examinations 

as they have done since the very beginning of forensic 

medicine. Schemas of lesions or crime scenes were first 

drawn by the medical examiners. Later, photographs were 

used to document important medico-legal findings. A signif

icant scientific advancement came with the discovery of 

X-rays by Konrad Roentgen, which then not only allowed 

experts to document the outside or a body, but also lo ob

serve and record the inside. Since this discovery, X-ray 

technology has continued to be used for forensic and anthro

pological purposes and has accompanied medico-legal in

vestigations for more than a ccntu1y. 

During the last decade, modern imaging techniques 

have become more and more important in forensic and legal 

medicine. The development of rapid cross-sectional imaging 

techniques in the field of radiology has led to an explosion 

of new possibilities to rapidly examine the inside of a body. 

Modem computed so fl-ware allows visual ization of findings 

and tissues in two and three dimensions. New methodolo

gies in the field of photography and 3D-modelling have also 

appeared and are becoming ever more straightforward and 
rapid to apply, allowing their use not only in the laboratory 

but at the crime scene as well. 

However, the introduction of new techniques in the 

field of forensic medicine poses new questions. What arc the 

limitations of these methods? Who should apply them and 

what kind of practice is needed to apply them co1Tectly? 

What are the potential errors that can arise, and arc the tech

niques really adequate for answering medico-legal ques

tions? All these uncertainties can only be overcome by rig

orous scientific exploration, which is the reason why efforts 

must be made to test new techniques and define both their 

advantages and weaknesses. Additionally, any technique 

can only be as good as the user applying it. 

Therefore, education and further training for forensic 

Guest Editor, Si/ke Grabherr 

experts is necessary ifwe are to introduce new technologies 

successfully. 

This special issue aims to assess the aforementioned 

questions and to inform the forensic community about exist

ing techniques, actual developments and open questions. It 

gives a broad spectrum of information included in review 

ar1icles, explains technical challenges through technical 

notes, and shows the application of methods in real cases us

ing case repo11s. Open questions arc also addressed in origi

nal studies. Methodologies described in this special issue 

cover the whole field of forensic imaging. Therefore, the de

scribed methods range from simple photography to modern 

cross-sectional imaging techniques such as Magnetic Reso

nance Imaging (MRI), Multi-Detector Computed Tomogra

phy (MDCT), minimally invasive imaging techniques such 

as Post-mortem Angiography and Image Guided Sampling, 

to finally conclude with high-resolution 30 modelling. The 

contributions from the authors also cover different fields of 

appl ication, from legal medicine to anthropology and ar

chaeology, a range of forensic sciences and even include 

discussion of some legal issues related to forens ic imaging. 

ln view of this wide-ranging content, this issue may be 



an excellent tool to obtain an overview of forensic imaging 

or provide up-to-date information on actual research for 

those who are already in this field . ft will bri ng the fascinat

ing world of forensic imaging closer to the readers and give 

them an understanding of the medico-legal questions that 

can be solved by imaging, as well as the problems that re-

main to be addressed in this fie ld. 

Si lke Grabherr 

University Centre of Legal Medicine Lausanne-Geneva, 

Lausanne, Switzerland 

S silke.grabherr@chuv.ch 

fj Institute of Forensic Science, 

Ministry of Justice, PRC 
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AUTHORITATIVE REVIEW OPEN ACCESS 

Modern post-mortem imaging: an update on recent develop
ments 

Silke Grabherr 0
, Coraline Egger 0

, Raquel Vilarino a.b, Lorenzo Campana 0
, Melissa Jotterand O and Fabrice 

Dedouit 0 

0 University Centre of Legal Medicine Lausanne-Geneva, Lausanne, Switzerland; b Service of Legal Medicine, Central 
Institute of Hospitals, Sion, Switzerland 

ABSTRACT 

Modern post-mortem investigations use an increasing number of digital imaging methods, which can be collected un
der the term "post-mortem imaging". Most methods of forensic imaging are from the radiology field and are therefore 
techniques that show the interior of the body with technologies such as X-ray or magnetic resonance imaging. To digi
tally image the surface of the body, other techniques are regularly applied. e.g. three-dimensional (30) surface scan

ning (30SS) or photogrammetry. Today's most frequently used techniques include post-mortem computed tomography 

(PMCT), post- mortem magnetic resonance imaging (PMMR), post-mortem computed tomographic angiography (PM
CTA) and 3055 or photogrammetry. Each of these methods has specific advantages and limitations. Therefore, the indi

cations for using each method are different. While PMCT gives a rapid overview of the interior of the body and depicts 
the skeletal system and radiopaque foreign bodies, PMMR allows investigation of soft tissues and parenchymal or
gans. PMCTA is the method of choice for viewing the vascular system and detecting sources of bleeding. However, 
none of those radiological methods allow a detailed digital view of the body's surface. which makes 30SS the best 

choice for such a purpose. If 30 surface scanners are not available, photogrammetry is an alternative. This review arti

cle gives an overview of different imaging techniques and explains their applications, advantages and limitations. We 

hope it will improve understanding of the methods. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic science; forensic imaging; post-mortem radiology; post-mortem computed tomography; postmortem mag
netic resonance imaging; 30 scanning; postmortem angiography; photogrammetry 
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AUTHORITATIVE REVIEW OPEN ACCESS 

Clinical forensic imag ing and fundamental rights in Austria 

Sophie Kerbacher, Michael pfeifer, Bridgette Webb and Reingard Riener-Hofer 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Clinical Forensic Imaging, Ludwig Boltzmann Gesellschaft, Graz, Austria 

ABSTRACT 

Clinical forensic imaging encompasses the diverse application of imaging procedures that serve the same purpose: to 

enable the analysis and investigation of criminal activities and consequences of a crime. All kinds of imaging tech
niques and their corresponding images can be subsumed under "forensigraphy", a more comprehensive term for 

forensic imaging created by the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Clinical Forensic Imaging in Graz, Austria. As the word 
forensigraphy suggests, criminal imaging material should be of use in forensic investigations. Ideally, this can lead to 
new findings that would not have been revealed without the application of imaging techniques and are moreover ad

missible as evidence in criminal proceedings. However, the admissibility of evidence can only be facilitated through the 
implementation of clinical forensic imaging techniques into the forensic routine case work, which requires a precise 
pre- analysis of the corresponding legal framework. Because taking and displaying internal images of a person's body 

touches upon various aspects of one's physical and psychological integrity, imaging methods in general and clinical 
forensic imaging methods especially have a strong impact on and interfere regularly with the fundamental rights of the 

concerned person. Particularly with regard to a possible medical context, certain legal regulations have to be taken into 
account. Therefore, this paper examines forensic imaging in the field of radiological forensigraphy, specifically its in vivo 

(i.e. clinical) application. II is designed to enlighten readers as to the great significance of legal barriers that emerge 
from fundamental rights, as laid down in the European Convention on Human Rights IECHR), when dealing with clinical 
forensic imaging. As a result, the legal framework of clinical forensic imaging procedures are comprehensively de

scribed, the relevant fundamental rights, especially the right to respect for private and family life, the right to data pro
tection and certain procedural guarantees, are concisely presented to further raise awareness regarding the impor
tance of fundamental rights. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic science; clinical forensic medicine; clinical forensic imaging; forensigraphy; fundamental rights; physical ex
amination; criminal proceedings; ECHR 
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State of the art in post-mortem forensic imaging in China 

Yijiu Chen 

Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of Justice. PRC, Shanghai, China 

ABSTRACT 

The autopsy and histopathologic examination are traditional and classic approaches in forensic pathology. In recent 
years, with the tremendous progresses of computer technology and medical imaging technology, the developed post
mortem computer tomography, postmortem magnetic resonance imaging and other new methods provide non-inva

sive, intuitive, high-precision examining methods and research tools for the forensic pathology. As a result, the recon
struction of the injury as well as the analysis of injury mechanism has been essentially achieved. Such methods have 
become popular in the research field of forensic science and related work has also been carried out in China. This pa

per reviews the development and application of abovementioned post -mortem forensic imaging methods in China 

based on the relevant literature. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic science; postmortem forensic imaging; post-mortem computer tomography; post-mortem magnetic reso

nance imaging; post-mortem computer tomography angiography; finite element analysis 
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE OPEN ACCESS 

Analysis of size and shape differences between ancient and pre
sent-day Italian crania using metrics and geometric morphomet
rics based on multislice computed tomography 

Fabrice Dedouit a.b, Giuseppe Guglielmi c.d, Astrid Olier b, Frederic Sava II b.e, Michelangelo Nasuto ', Theodorus 
Thanassoulas 1, Roberto Grassi 9, Alfonso Reginelli 9, Salvatore Cappabianca g and Norbert Telman b.e 

0 Unit of Forensic and Anthropological Imaging, University Center of Legal Medicine Lausanne-Geneva. Lausanne. Switzerland; 0 Lab
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Public. Clinical and Preventive Medicine. Second University of Naples, Naples. Italy; 9 Unit of Radiology, Radiotherapy and Nuclear 
Medicine. Department of Experimental and Clinical lnternistic "F.Magrassi. A.Lanzara", Second University of Naples. Naples, Italy 

ABSTRACT 

The Museum of Human Anatomy in Naples houses a collection of ancient Graeco-Roman crania. The aim of this study 
was to use multislice computed tomography IMSCT) to evaluate and objectively quantify potential differences in cranial 
dimensions and shapes between ancient Graeco-Roman crania In = 361 and modern-day southern Italian crania In = 
35) and then to characterize the cranial changes occurring over more than 2 000 years, known as secular change. The 
authors used traditional metric criteria and morphometric geometry to compare shape differences between the sets of 
crania. Statistically significant differences in size between the ancient and modern crania included shorter facial length, 
narrower external palate, smaller minimum cranial breadth, shorter right and left mastoid processes, and wider maxi
mum occipital and nasal breadth. The shape changes from the ancient to modern crania included a global coronal 
enlargement of the face and cranial diameters, with more anterior projection of the face at the anterior nasal spine, but 
also posterior projection at the glabella and the nasion. It is not possible to determine whether these differences result 
exclusively from secular changes in the cranium or from other factors, including a mix of secular change and other un
known factors. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first MSCT - based study to compare ancient Graeco-Roman 
and modern-day southern Italian crania and to characterize shape and size differences. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic science; forensic anthropology; craniometry; computed tomography; landmarks; morphometry; geometric; I
talian crania 
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TECHNICAL NOTE OPEN ACCESS 

CT-scan vs. 30 surface scanning of a skull : first considerations 
regardi ng reproducibi lity issues 

Stella Fahrni a.b, Lorenzo Campana b, Alejandro Dominguez ', Tanya Uldin GD b, Fabrice Dedouit b, Olivier 
Delemont O and Silke Grabherr b 

0 School of Criminal Justice, University of Lausanne, Lausanne-Dorigny, Switzerland; b Department of Forensic Imaging, 
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ABSTRACT 

Three-dimensional surface scanning (3DSS) and multi-detector computed tomography (MDCT) are two techniques that 
are used in legal medicine for digitalizing objects, a body or body parts such as bones. While these techniques are 

more and more commonly employed, surprisingly little information is known about the quality rendering of digitalized 
three-dimensional (3Dl models provided by each of them. This paper presents findings related to the measurement 

precision of 30 models obtained through observation of a study case, where a fractured skull reconstructed by an an
thropologist was digitalized using both post-mortem imaging methods. Computed tomography (CT) scans were per
formed using an 8-row MDCT unit with two different slice thicknesses. The variability of 30 CT models superimposition 
allowed to assess the reproducibility and robustness of this digitalization technique. Furthermore, two 3D surface scans 

were done using a professional high resolution 30 digitizer. The comparison of 30 CT-scans with 30 surface scans by 
superimposition demonstrated several regions with significant differences in topology (average difference between 

+l.45 and - 1.22 mm). When comparing the reproducibility between these two digitalizing techniques, it appeared that 

MDCT 30 models led in general to greater variability for measurement precision between scanned surfaces. Also, the 
reproducibil ity was better achieved with the 30 surface digitizer, showing 30 models with fewer and less pronounced 
differences (from +0.32 to - 0.31 mm). These experiments suggest that MDCT provides less reproducible body models 

than 30 surface scanning. But further studies must be undertaken in order to corroborate this first impression, and 

possibly explain the reason for these findings. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic imaging; multidetector computed tomography (MDCTI; 30 surface scanning; anthropology 
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A fatal case of oxygen embolism in a hospital 

Lionel Comment 0
, Vincent Varlet b, Kewin Ducrot c and Si Ike Grabherr c 

° Forensic Medicine Unit, University Center of Legal Medicine, CHUV Hospital, Lausanne-Geneva, Switzerland; b Foren
sic Toxicology and Chemistry Unit, University Center of Legal Medicine, CHUV Hospital, Lausanne-Geneva, Switzerland; 
' Unit of Forensic Imaging and Anthropology, University Center of Legal Medicine, CHUV Hospital, Lausanne-Geneva, 
Switzerland 

ABSTRACT 

This case reports on a 68-year - old man who was found dead in hospital next to his bed. Before this, he had been 
treated with intravenous antibiotics for pneumonia. The body was found with a peripheral venous catheter connected 
to a nasal cannula delivering oxygen (02) from the wall. 
Extensive medico-legal examinations were performed, including post-mortem computed tomography (CTI, complete 

conventional autopsy, histological and immunohistochemistry analysis, toxicological analysis and post-mortem chem

istry. Additionally, CT-guided gas sampling was performed at multiple sites to collect samples for gas analysis. 
During the external examination, massive subcutaneous emphysema was visible over the entire surface of the body. 

The CT scan revealed the presence of gas throughout the vascular system, and in the subcutaneous and muscular tis
sues. The autopsy confirmed the presence of lobar pneumonia and multiple gas bubbles in the vascular system. 
The gas analysis results showed a subnormal concentration of oxygen, confirming the suspected pure 0 2 embolism. 
Moreover, the carbon dioxide (CO2) concentration in the gas sample from the heart was elevated to a level similar to 

those found in scuba diving fatalities. This could come from degassing of dissolved CO2 that accumulated and was 
trapped in the cardiac cavity. Based on the results of the different exams performed, and especially the gas analysis re
sults, it was concluded that the cause of death was 0 2 embolism. 
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Diagnosis of coronary artery disease using targeted post
mortem computed tomography coronary angiography: a case 
report 

Lei Wan *, Yu Shao *, Donghua Zou, Ping Huang, Zhengdong Li, Maowen Wang and Yijiu Chen 

Shanghai Key Laboratory of Forensic Science, Shanghai Forensic Service Platform, Department of Forensic Pathology, 
Institute of Forensic Science, Ministry of Justice, Shanghai, China 

ABSTRACT 

Targeted post-mortem computed tomography (PMCT) combined with coronary angiography has the potential to play a 

significant role in the investigation of sudden cardiac death. The authors utilized a targeted PMCT coronary angiogra
phy in a case involving a 53-year-old man who died from acute myocardial ischemia and cardiac decompensation 
which may result from coronary artery disease (CAD). The victim collapsed suddenly al work and died soon after arrival 

to hospital. The body was examined using PMCT and targeted PMCT coronary angiography. The left anterior descend
ing coronary artery exhibited 75%-100% stenosis in the middle segment; however, the distal segment could not be 
clearly visualized. In addition, the left circumflex and right coronary artery exhibited calcification, atherosclerosis and an 

area of 50% stenosis. Signs of cardiogenic pulmonary oedema were also identified. The imaging results suggested that 
this individual had coronary atherosclerosis and probably died from CAD. The autopsy and histological examination 

revealed acute myocardial ischemia and myocardial scarring, confirming the cause of death while excluding other 
probabilities. In summary, targeted post-mortem computed tomography angiography (PMCTA) can visualize the arter

ies and estimate the degree of principal pathological changes. This method is a simple, reliable and sensitive tech

nique for identifying the presence of coronary atherosclerosis. It is a valuable post-mortem forensic imaging method 

and should be recommended in the investigation of suspicious cardiac deaths. 

KEYWORDS 

Forensic science; forensic pathology; post-mortem forensic imaging; PMCT; PMCTA; targeted coronary angiography; 

coronary atherosclerosis 
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• Article-level metrics so you can measure the impact of your work 
What's more, you can enjoy these benefits at no cost to yourself! The cost of open 
access publishing wil l be covered by the IFS. 

We are looking forward to your support and contributions towards the journal in the 
near future. 
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I GCJ Client Cooks for Our Office 

I Shreveport Office Gains 

Here at GCJ we may be a little biased, but we think that our 
clients are the best! For Thanksgiving one of our clients, 
Arthur Houston and his wife Gloria, brought our office a 
homecooked meal to show their appreciation for our team's 
hard work on their case. We are so appreciative to have 
clients that not only lean on us in the hard times but will 
celebrate their victories with us as well. Arthur and Gloria are 
not the first to cook meals for our office or send us personal 
gifts. We believe the kind words our clients have to say about 
us is a testimony of how much we care for our clients. Our 
goal is to protect people from the moment they walk through 
our door to the day when they can move on with their life
however long that may take. From all in our office, thank you 
Arthur and Gloria! 

New Associate Attorney: Stuart Crichton 

Stuart Crichton was born and raised in Shreveport, Louisiana. He graduated from 
Centenary College with a bachelors in Business Administration and 
Communications. During undergrad, Stuart received the Top Business Major 
Award and was a member of the Prelaw Honor Society. In 2013 Stuart graduated 
with his J.D. from Paul M. Hebert Law Center at LSU Baton Rouge. While there, 
he received the Paul M. Hebert Law Center Scholar Award and awards for the 
highest exam scores in the areas of Contracts, Criminal Law, and Constitutional 
Law. After graduation, Stuart clerked for the Western District of Louisiana US 
District Judge Elizabeth Foote. Starting in 2014 Stuart began practicing at Casten 
and Pearce, a local Shreveport defense firm. During his 5 years there, Stuart 
gained experience handling personal injury defense cases and began specializing 
in traumatic brain injury cases. 

In January 2019, Stuart joined our team of trial attorneys. We are excited to have 
him on board and can already see, through his skilled research and dedication to 
our clients, that he will be a great asset to our team. 

I Happy Birthday! 
Upcoming birthdays in the firm include our 
longest tenured legal assistant Alyssa Hurley, 
our fearless receptionist Kailyn Free, and our 
trial attorney Charles Tabor. We are so glad 
to have them all on our team! Happy Birthday 
from the GCJ office! 
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Metairie Office Gains 
New Lead Trial Attorney: Brett Fenasci 

( 504) 4 7 5-71 00 
( 504) 4 7 5-71 0 1 
bfenasci@gcj-law.com 

111 Veterans Memorial Blvd. 
Suite 1520 
Metairie, LA 70005 

Brett Fenasci is a New Orleans native. He earned his B.A. in History, magna cum 
laude, in 2002 from the University of Georgia. In 2005, Brett graduated, magna 
cum laude, from Loyola University New Orleans College of Law where he was a 
member of the Loyola Law Review and Loyola Moot Court. While at Loyola, Brett 
received the Law Excellence Awards for Trial Advocacy, Federal Civil Procedure, 
and Obligations. Brett also received the International Academy of Trial Lawyers 
Student Advocate Award as well as the Judge S. Sanford Levy "Best Brier Award 
and Memorial Scholarship. 

Before joining the firm in 2019, Brett was a partner in one of the largest law firms 
in Louisiana where he worked for 12 years gaining extensive litigation and jury 
trial experience in many areas of the law including: admiralty and maritime law, 
Jones Act claims, personal injury claims, commercial disputes, energy law, and 
environmental contamination suits. In 2009, Brett was invited to become an 
Adjunct Professor of Law at Loyola University teaching admiralty and maritime 
law. Additionally, Loyola asked Brett to join their Maritime Law Journal Advisory 
Board. In 2015, Brett was honored to be selected by New Orleans CityBusiness 
as a Leadership in Law recipient. Brett also cares deeply about his community 
and enjoys serving on the Board of Directors of Boys Hope Girls Hope of New 
Orleans. When he is not practicing law or engaging his community, Brett is with 
his wife Lauren and their 2 children. 

GCJ's managing partner, Scott Chafin, says, 

"We are so excited to have Brett Fenasci aboard. Brett is a 
seasoned attorney who will continue our mission of Protecting 
People." 
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Watch for Blind Spots 

Large trucks and buses have huge blind spots on all four sides. If 
you can't see the driver in the vehicle side mirror, assume the driver 
can't see you. Don't drive in a blind spot - slow down or move 
ahead to stay visible, and take extra care when merging. 

Be Cautious Passing 

Don't linger in the blind spot. 
Signal clearly then move into the 
left lane and accelerate so that 
you can get past the truck or bus 
safely and pass promptly. Make 
sure the truck or bus is visible in 
your rear-view mirror before you 
pull in front; give the truck extra 
space. 

Don't pass trucks and buses on 
downgrades where they tend to 
pick up speed, and never pass 
from the right lane. 

When a bus or truck is passing , 
stay to the right and slow down; 
give them extra space to change 
lanes or merge in from ramps. 

Avoid Close "Cut Offs" 

Cutting in too close in front of another vehicle is always dangerous, 
but it's especially dangerous to "cut off'' a commercial bus or truck. 
If you move in quickly from either side, you're likely to be in a blind 
spot so the driver may not see you in time. Even if you're visible, 
the vehicle may not be able to slow quickly enough to avoid a crash 
because of the amount of time it takes to stop. 
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In December 2018, Danny Poolson and Scott Chafin settled a case involving a low impact crash with an 18-wheeler. Two days before her crash, 
our client received cervical injections for injuries in a prior slip and fall. It was clear, however, that her wreck with the 18-wheeler worsened her 
injuries to the point of requiring surgery. 

A representative of the company that owned and operated the 18-wheeler testified to the history of their driver. 7 months earlier on February 25, 
2015, this driver backed his truck into equipment. The trucking company chose to issue a warning. 6 months earlier on March 16, 2015, the driver 
failed to release his trailer brakes. The company chose to issue a warning . 20 days earlier on September 10, 2015, the driver drove past his legal 
drive time. The company chose to issue a warning. 

Then , on September 30, 2015, the driver was driving his 18-wheeler down 
a street in Metairie, LA marked "No Truck Route". He pulled into the right
hand turn lane at an intersection. He came to a stop. He rolled down his 
window. He turned to our client stopped next to him in the left lane. He 
waved his arms at her and began screaming and cussing. The light turned 
green. The driver proceeded into the intersection. Instead of turning right 
from the right turn lane, the driver tried to turn left from the right turn lane. 
He cut across our client who was appropriately turning left. 

After the crash the company did not give their driver a drug test. Instead, 
they told him to continue his delivery, because the company could not get 

paid until their equipment was delivered. The company convened a review board and determined that their driver committed a safety violation. The 
company choose to not take disciplinary action. The driver continued to work at the company for another year. 

Following an examination of our client's MRls and a physical examination, the spinal surgeon recommended that she undergo a one-time surgery 
called an Anterior Cervical Fusion. This procedure would remove the damaged discs at C3-4, C4-5, and C5-6 and insert biomedical devices that 
mimic a healthy disc. Then the implants would be secured with a cervical plate screwed into the surrounding bone. Illustrations of this process can 
be seen below. Our client successfully completed this surgery on July 30th, 2018. 

Danny Poolson and Scott Chafin were 
with the client every step of the way. 
Countless midnight phone calls, 
hospital visits, and words of 
encouragement were exchanged 
during her case. Ultimately, our client's 
case settled for $795,000.00. Our firm 
is honored to have a role in helping her 
to rebuild her life once again. Our 
client's resilience and passion for her 
family have been an inspiration to our 
firm and we wish her the best moving 
forward. 1 

lnterbody Spacers Placed Postoperative View 
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LOUISI A SUPREME COURT PUTS 
AN END TO APPEALS AND UPHOLDS 
JUDGMENT OF OVER $22,000,000 

Three months ago, the Louisiana Supreme Court put an end to the insurance company's appeals, and delivered the justice two of our 
clients have been waiting for. It was not always easy for our clients to keep the faith - because from the day we filed the lawsuit until the 
day the Supreme Court denied the last appeal, the case lasted 4 % years. A jury decided the case on December 15, 2016. However, St. 
Paul insurance company dragged the case out on appeal for another 2 years after the trial. 

Right after the trial, St. Paul started trying to undo the verdict. In fact, St. Paul sent an investigator to knock on the doors of jurors and 
interrogate them about the verdict. St. Paul asked the jurors to sign affidavits about their verdict. They even went so far as to allege that 
one juror was unqualified to have served, and tried to dig up school records of the juror's children! The Louisiana Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals put a stop to this behavior, and upheld a judgment of over $22,000,000. 

St. Paul insurance company tried to overturn the case in every conceivable way. They argued that the jury and the judge were wrong 
about almost everything. St. Paul argued that the judge gave the jury the wrong instructions. St. Paul argued that the jury was wrong in 
finding so much fault on the defendants. St. Paul argued that the damages were "too high" in a case where witnesses watched while fire 
melted the skin off of our clients' faces. In its ruling, the Louisiana Second Circuit Court of Appeals wrote language that will help all future 
victims of oilfield negligence. For a full detailed opinion, see 249 So.3d 194 (La.App. 2 Cir. 5/23/18). The Second Circuit ruled that the 
judge's instructions were correct, that the jury's finding of fault was correct, and upheld a judgment of over $22 Million. In December, 2018 
the Louisiana Supreme Court ruled that the Appeals Court was correct. 

We are happy to announce that our clients are doing well and have moved on with their lives. We continue to see them and talk with them 

AFTER THE CASE 

One of our clients in this 
case has been able to return 
to his lifelong passion of 
caring for horses, a passion 
he now shares with his 
children. To the left is a 
photograph of our client's 
horse ranch. 



Recently, our firm took on Halliburton in an oilfield injury case. Halliburton was in charge of an operation where sand was being pumped 
from huge sand bins into trucks. A hose connected the trucks to the sand bins, which are pictured below. Halliburton was in charge of 
supervising the operation. 

Halliburton was supposed to have a supervisor on site called a Sand Supervisor. However, Halliburton chose not to have a Sand Supervisor 
on site. A sand hose burst and Halliburton employees forced our client to crawl under the sand bin to address the busted hose - all while 
sand was being blown into the air. Trying his best to fix the problem, our client hit and injured his head while crawling under the sand bin. 

5andKing Compartrnent(s) or Bln(s) 

Tractor/Truck 

Despite taking over the responsibility for the Sand Coordinator, Halliburton provided no supervision or guidance to our client or other sand 
haulers delivering sand. 

Halliburton knew that the failure, or "blow out," of sand hoses was a common problem. Halliburton's location supervisor testified: ·1 see 
guys blow hoses all the time." Despite having no sand coordinator, safety manager, or safety meeting, and not performing any preventative 
maintenance for the hoses, Halliburton still insisted that the sand haulers crawl under the Sand Kings to fix any hose problems. 

When our client struck the Sand King, the C4-5 level of his spine bulged and caused root nerve problems. These injuries made it necessary 
for our client to undergo C4-5 Anterior Cervical Discectomy and Fusion surgery. 

Despite arguing that our client had preexisting conditions that caused his C4-5 injury, Halliburton's negligence was to blame for the injury 
to our client. Attorneys Charles Tabor and Scott Chafin settled our client's case for $750,000.00. 
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GCJ ATTORNEYS VOLUNTEER FOR CAJUN NAVY 

GCJ attorneys Scott Chafin and Brett Fenasci have been fishing buddies since law school. Scott, from north Louisiana, and Brett, 
from south Louisiana, decided recently to put their combined boating experience together for the greater good. They volunteered 
for the Cajun Navy. 

The Cajun Navy began as a group of men and women who jumped into their own boats and headed out into the flood to rescue 
stranded citizens in the New Orleans area. Now 14 years later, the Cajun Navy has seen a steady stream of volunteers pouring 
in from all across the state of Louisiana. The Cajun Navy sends out alerts when there is a need, in Louisiana or anywhere else in 
the United States. Volunteers then load up their boats, gather at the community in need, and begin the rescue mission. 

Rescue, relieve, and rebuild is the plan of action that the Cajun Navy uses to aid communities. According to their website, their 
first priority is to save lives. "This means going out on the front lines while disaster is still striking and saving all the lives we can. " 

Below is a picture of Scott's boat, in the garage, ready for duty. 

If you would like to get involved, either through volunteering or donating, we invite you to check out the Cajun Navy's website. 
The organization is based out of Hammond, LA and relies totally on donations and selfless sacrifice of personal time to make an 
impact in communities that are devastated by natural disasters. www. Io u is i an a c n. com 

- 5 -



Attorney Danny 

Poolson and legal 

secretary Jeanne 
Guillot participating in 
the 2018 Covenant 

House Sleep Out. 

MET AIRIE BRANCH "SLEEPS OUT" 

WITH COVENANT HOUSE NOLA 

On November 151h, 2018 GCJ's Metairie branch showed their 
solidarity with the homeless or struggling youth of New Orleans 
in a fundraiser hosted by Covenant House called the Sleep Out. 
The young men and women on the streets of the greater New 
Orleans area are some of the most broken members of the 
vibrant and vital city. They are at a greater risk for serious injury, 
mental illness, and crime. In an effort to raise both money and 
awareness for Covenant House and their mission, the Sleep 
Out is an annual event where members of the community can 
bring a sleeping bag and quite truly "sleep out" to experience a 
small fraction of the homelessness of those in south Louisiana. 
The night is full of shared stories, support, and great 
camaraderie for a group of people -that may often feel that the 
whole city is against them. This year's sleep out raised 
$515,000 from a record breaking 200+ sleepers! 

As a firm, our greatest desire is to help people before, 
throughout, and after they experience trauma, injury, or 
tragedy. GCJ, perhaps more than some other personal injury 
firms, places a premium on people and their stories. This holds 
true for our clients, our larger communities, and even within our 
own office walls. We like to believe this is what practicing law 
is all about: real people and their real lives. 

"Hearing about the personal experiences of the past and 
current residents and how they have overcome those 
hurdles is truly inspiring and gives me hope. " -Jeanne 
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The fall fractured one of our client's skull causing permanent brain damage. The fall 
also fractured multiple ribs, damaged his spine, and tore the rotator cuff in his 
shoulder. The injuries will have permanent effects on our client. The fall injured our 
other client's thoracic and lumbar spine, broke his radius, and caused vision problems. 
The engineering firm forever changed our clients' lives. 

Dr. Gonzalez-Toledo performed a series of MRI scans that detect damage to the 
brain. These scans included cortical thickness measurements ("CTM"); functional MRI 
("fMRI"); diffusion tensor imaging ("DTI"); fractional anisotropy measurements ("FA" 
scores); and magnetic resonance spectroscopy. CTM measures the thickness of the 
cortex in the brain. The cortex is grey matter and is the part of the brain that is primarily 
associated with processing and cognition. When there is damage to the cortex, the 
properties of the cortex change. Specifically, the normally thick cortex becomes thin. 
The thin properties of the cortex appear as a change in color on the 30 scan. Normal 
areas appear in red. Damaged areas appear in blue. 

The following image is a scan of our client's brain from a ventral view, as though the 
viewer is looking up from below. The image is the actual cortical thickness 
measurement ("CTM"). Dr. Gonzalez-Toledo found a decrease in cortical thickness in 
frontal orbital cortex, the lingual cortex, and the fusiform gyrus. Again, areas of normal 
cortex appear in red, and the damaged areas of cortex appear in blue. 

The settlements that Charles Tabor and Scott Chafin attained for these clients will 
ensure that they are able to move on with their lives. We value the opportunity to 
protect all people and wish our clients the best. 
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FIRM SETTLES CASE OF 
UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS 
FOR 1.4 MILLION 

Our mission of Protecting People means that we protect all people. Recently, our firm represented two undocumented workers who fell 30+ 
feet when a construction job collapsed. There were plenty of people who advised us not to accept the case of two undocumented workers. In 
the end though, we were able to achieve a settlement of $1,275,000 for one worker and $190,000 for the second worker. 

The accident happened because an engineering firm failed to give its workers instructional drawings and plans. The proper instructions said 
to put wood supports 3 feet apart. Undeterred by the missing instructions, the defendant went to a different set of plans and borrowed those 
instructions. The borrowed instructions said to space steel supports 4 feet apart. Instead, the defendant placed wood supports 4 feet apart. 

Wooden cross-pieces are supposed to prevent the vertical supports 
from "bowing out." In other words, the wooden cross-pieces give the 
vertical supports strength to support the second floor without buckling 
or snapping. The wooden cross-pieces were supposed to be 7 and 14 
feet high. Instead, the unsupervised worker placed the cross-pieces at 
6 feet and 12 feet high. 

The vertical supports should have looked like the left side of the 
diagram. But since the vertical supports were too far apart, and 
because the cross-pieces were not high enough, the vertical supports 
were bowed out like the right side of the diagram. 

When the second-floor slab collapsed, our clients fell 30 feet. The 
construction debris broke their fall and their bodies. Below you can see 
the extent of the damage caused in the collapse. 
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GREGORIO 
CHAFIN 

JOHNSON 
T ABOR & F ENAS C I , L LC 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Dear friends: 

This month, we are proud to share with you our mission of Protecting People, and the story 
of how two simple words came to define our practice. 

For years, I struggled when people asked me what kind of law I practice. With all of the 
negativity of billboard advertisements and TV commercials, saying that we are personal 
injury lawyers just never felt right. Never knowing anything else to say, I would always kind 
of mumble "personal injury". Then one day I was reflecting on a past jury trial. In the trial, 
I asked the jury "Why is it important to protect your people?" Then it hit me - our practice, 
and our lives, are all about Protecting People. When oilfield companies cut corners to save 
money, we are here Protecting People. When trucking companies fail to monitor their 
drivers for safety, we are here Protecting People. When insurance companies refuse to 
accept responsibility, we are here Protecting People. But it goes deeper than that. When 
someone is out of work and cannot afford new school shoes for their children, we are here 
Protecting People. When a client has no one else to talk to and calls our cell phone at 
midnight, we are here Protecting People. We strive every day to live this mission . 

I no longer struggle when people ask what kind of law I practice. I simply respond that we 
protect people who need our help. This is not just a slogan. It is a way of life for the 
attorneys at our firm, and it extends well beyond our law practice. Each year, we organize 
a fundraiser to donate money to Operation Bright Holiday, a program that sends young 
servicemen and women home for the holidays. We have begun the Louisiana Heroes 
Scholarship Fund, which awards scholarships to children of law enforcement, first 
responders, teachers, and coaches. One of our attorneys is on the board of Boys Hope/ 
Girls Hope. Others have recently volunteered for the Louisiana Cajun Navy, a volunteer 
organization to rescue flood victims. A long time from now, when I am finished practicing 
law, I hope to look back and be satisfied that we were able to help whoever God has sent 
our way, both in our personal lives and our legal practice. I believe that by Protecting 
People, we will get there. 


